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Realization of LAND ART works inside the Pitons du Carbet public forest, 

From January 27 to 30, 2017 
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78, ROUTE DE MOUTTE - 97200 FORT-DE-FRANCE 
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1. Display of the site 

 

1.1.  General situation of the forest area 

The Pitons du Carbet public forest covers an area of almost 7 000 hectares (70 km², or 17 297 acres). 

It is located at the northern half of the island and covers the territory of 13 municipalities. It is 

bounded by 12 other public forests. This is a mesophilic and hygrophilous (rainforest) tropical forest 

that covers the medium and high reliefs of the Pitons du Carbet and the Morne Jacob, from 58 to 

1197 meters high (Piton Lacroix summit). 

The entire area is strongly cut by a dense hydrographic system. This large quantity of creeks plays a 

very important role in water supply, drinking or not suitable for drinking, for the entire Martinique. 

From a geologic point of view, most of the rocks have a volcanic origin: basalts, andesites and 

dacites. The surface formations contain mostly red clay and « yellowish tufs ». 

The Martinique reliefs are fragile and erosion occurs mainly by landslides. 

The Pitons du Carbet public forest is submitted to the French forestry Code (Régime Forestier) since 

the 30th of December 1947. The National Forestry Office (Office National des Forets) is responsible 

for the forest management.  

 

1.2. Description of the host site for the LAND ART event  

 

The site selected to host this first LAND ART event inside the Volcanoes of Martinique forest (Forêt des 

Volcans de Martinique) which is made up of the two public forests Pitons du Carbet and Mount Pelée 

Forests in relation to the labelling project “Forêt d’Exception / Exceptional Forest”), is located on 

Sainte-Marie municipality, in the north-east quarter of the island. Accessible by the departmental road 

24, at Quartier Pérou. 
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The forest, in this area, is cut in two separate parts by agricultural land. The first part is constituted of 

two lots of respectively 18, 52 and 1,71 Ha. The second part is located at the entrance of the main 

forest area, on a 52, 33 Ha lot. 

Vegetation 

Located between 200 and 450 m above sea level, the Pitons du Carbet public forest presents both 

mesophilic and hygrophilous series. 

Moreover, the area is planted with big-leaf mahogany for softwood lumber. 

 

Attendance 

The Trois Sources (Three Springs) host site is more and more attended by a public of local residents, 

who come to draw the spring water or spend a relaxing time in the forest. This is also a stop for touristic 

tours and a departure point for a hiking path registered in the departmental hiking paths registry 

(PDIPR : plan départemental des itinéraires de randonnée pédestre) as hiking path number 7 : Pérou / 

Morne l’Etang. This 2 km long path joins another hiking path linking the Morne Bellevue to Reculée in 

7 km. 

A videoclip presenting the site will be realized and will be transmitted upon the candidate’s request. 

 

2. General display of the project 

 

2.1.  Principle 

 

The Land Art project is part of the Forêt d’Exception (Exceptional Forest) labelling process that the 

Volcanoes of Martinique Forest is currently undergoing. This specific forest groups the two main forest 

areas of the island, namely the Montagne Pelée and the Pitons du Carbet, two outstanding geological 

and landscape monuments, which host unique ecosystems. 

The aim of this cultural event is to develop and diversify the tourism offer for the Pitons du Carbet 

Forest, by promoting the outstanding natural heritage. It also aims to raise awareness of a diverse 

audience regarding the environment and heritage through an artistic experience. 

The concept is organized as a public event, where the audience can discover the work of artists, from 

Martinique and abroad. 

The success of this event falls on the expertise of professional artists recruited by a jury, following a 

call for projects. 

 

The Land Art :  

Far from the large pieces of the American Land Art, which needed colossal means from the building 

industry, the artistic gesture in natural scenery expected here, environmentally friendly, will look by soft 

interventions to create a complementarity between landscape and piece, in an osmotic form. 

The objective is to create a piece in situ by using natural materials collected on site, to conceive a work 

that is harmoniously integrated to its environment, to establish a poetic and sensitive link between Man 

and nature, and to take into consideration the fragility, the transient, the ephemeral. 
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At the end of the Sixties, a lot of artists leave studio to invest nature. They work directly on the 

landscape. Rather than being the subject of illusionist compositions, the landscape becomes, with the 

Land Art and the Arte Povera, material and medium. 

This project extends this approach by inviting artists to work with the visual and tactile qualities of 

natural elements they can find on site: rocks, plant debris, leaves, twigs, petals, and integrate the 

natural processes that will lead to the destruction of the ephemeral works.  

 

2.2. Spatial set-up of the event 

 

The event will be deployed along the Croisée Félix forest road, which passes through the Piton du 

Carbet forest and the surrounding agricultural land along about 2 300 m.  

The start will take place at the old forest post, with a potential parking area of about 50 cars. The path 

will follow the forest road to the Trois Sources site, then continue inside the forest for a little more 

than 500 meters. 

Two forest lots are passed through: Bois Dessales and Bois de l’Etang. 

 

 

Source: IGN 

 

2.3.  Goals 
 

This event is part of a tourist and cultural development strategy, it is meant to be: 

 

 A major cultural event as part of the Forêt d’Exception labelling project for the Volcanoes 

of Martinique Forest in order to: 

 

Beginning 

End 
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 structure and improve the reception of all public and make of these forest areas 

one of the green tourism development levers 

 Promote the forest area identity by relying on its heritage and the concept of 

multifunctionality in tropical forest. 

 

 A way to be interested in art 
 

Mostly confined in close and urban space, inside museums and exhibition rooms, the artistic 

production less relates to rural space. This is why the second goal of this event is to propose to the 

territory inhabitants and tourists a direct and free access, in a majestic setting, to artistic forms of 

expression rare in rural territory. This is also a way for the inhabitants to rediscover their territory. 

The setting up of an event where the artworks are executed in front of the visitors is a way to allow 

better access to art to the uninitiated, to interact with the artists and create a particular attachment 

to the area, the work(s) and their creator(s). 

 

 A raise of public awareness on the forest multifunctionality, specially on the water/forest 

nexus 

 

The Pitons du Carbet forest is rightly designated as the Martinique water tower. The main part of the 

water resource comes from this large forest area. Water quality is inextricably linked to the forest 

presence and its sustainable management. The importance of this resource and the interrelations need 

to be pointed out in a remarkable public awareness project. This part of the project is developed in 

partnership with the Office de l’Eau (Water Office) and takes fully part of the axes of the Forêt 

d’Exception process. 

The theme chosen for this event emphasises this water/forest nexus and the reflection of the 

selected artists will have to focus on that aspect.  

 

2.4.  Description / conduct of events 
 

In order to reach a large audience, the event will take place from Friday 17 to Monday, January 30, 

2017. The artists will have three days to set up the art pieces, from January 27 to 29. The artistic path 

vernissage will take place on 30, with the partners, and the artists. 

Specific events for the schoolchildren will are scheduled on the Friday. 

The event is integrally opened to visitors during the three days, and will be punctuated by visits (nature 

activities, hike…) for the general public. 

 

The selected theme is: dlo la tè 

 

2.5.  The locations 

 

All artworks will be located along the forest road. 

1/ at the entrance of the path (near the old forest post) 

2/ inside the forest lot above the forest post 
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3/ in the part across the agricultural land (OPTION) 

4/ at the first spring 

5/ inside the forest lot above the spring (1 or 2 pieces)  

 

Remark: some elements could, if necessary for technical reasons, be prepared in advance. However the 

main part of the artwork will have to be achieved/set up during the event, and will be a criteria for the 

applicant selection. 

 

2.6. Media coverage 

 

A 13 minutes documentary movie will be realized during the event. The artists will be filmed during 

their work and they will be asked for interviews. 

A professional photographer will be entrusted with the task of taking pictures of the works and the 

artists. 

 

Moreover, a promotional campaign for the event will be carried out upstream, on radio and paper-

based communications (flyers, posters…). 

Press will be invited to the opening. 

 

2.7. General terms and conditions 

 

2.7.1     Security and environmental friendliness principles 
 

The artworks pieces created shall not be of any danger for the public or affect the environment. The 

materials used on site will have to be preferably biodegradable and of natural origin. If not the case, 

manufactured objects potentially installed on site should not result in any kind of pollution and be 

removed by the artist at the end of the event, after a period to be defined accordingly with the nature 

of the work. 

Each applicant will have to propose a work in harmony with the forest environment, and pay special 

attention to the quality of the materials used. The works will have to be absolutely secured and shall 

not present any danger for the public. The jury will be sensitive to the risk factor in their choice of 

application files. 

 

2.7.2    Principle of visibility of the pieces 
 

The pieces will have to be visible within the landscape and installed on the sites defined by and with 

the ONF. 

 

2.7.3    Timing of realization of the artworks 

The event will take place during 4 days, following this planning: 
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- Friday 27 to Sunday, January : setting up / realization of the artworks and general public 

access days, schools visits, activities around the forest and the water, meetings with the 

artists and their works, photographic reporting and realization of a documentary movie. 

- Monday January 30: artworks vernissage and closing of the event. 

 

2.7.4     Artists selection criteria 

 

The project is opened to professional visual artists able to propose a Land Art, Nature Art, 

Environmental Art, installation work, in the contemporary art category. The successful applicants will 

be 5 in total. 

The applicants will need a professional identification number. 

The successful projects will have to be relevant regarding the theme of the event, and take into account 

the landscape and the environment in the conception of the work. The creation has to be consistent 

with the receiving space. 

 

2.7.5 Catering costs / accommodation 

 

The accommodation for foreign artists will be taken care of. 

Packed lunches will be provided to the artists at lunch, from Friday 27 to Sunday, January 29 

After the opening a snack will be offered on Monday, at noon. 

 

2.7.6 Tools and materials 

 

Each successful applicant will have to use its own working equipment (tools, various materials). The 

ONF takes care of: 

If necessary for the artwork, a generator of at least 1.5 kwatts will be made available to the artist. 

 

2.7.7 Insurance 

 

Each applicant will have to provide a copy of his/her liability insurance certificate within the exercise 

of his work/profession. 

 

2.7.8 Endowment for the artists   

 

The endowment for each artist or group of artists retained will be of 2 700 euros net. It will cover the 

following missions: 

o The realization of the work (creation and setting up of the work) and transfer to the Office 

National des Forêts 

o Mandatory attendance of the artist to the opening 

o Writing of an statement of intent about his/her work 
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o Copyright transfer for the use of pictures that might have been taken for the purpose of 

the event (work, working artist), and this in order to appear on the medias of the event 

(booklet, DVD, website, newspaper, etc.) 

o The artist attendance to the making of the documentary movie (artist interview) 

o The appearance of the artist in the web TV created by the Halte Junior workshop from 

Sainte-Marie town. 

After artists’ selection, the 5 successful applicants will receive the endowment according the following 

method of payment: 

- 1 500 € paid at the beginning, as soon as selection is made 

- 1 200 € paid at the end of the event 

Any disclaimer of the artist will result in the full refund of the amount paid. 
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3. Call for projects 

 

The application filing deadline is fixed for Friday, October 28, 2016 at 12:00 with this mention “Land 

Art 2017 – do not open”. 

They will be addressed to: 

Office National des Forêts 

Direction Régionale de Martinique 

A l’attention de Mme REMY Yvonne 

78, route de Moutte 

B.P. 578 

97200 FORT DE FRANCE Cedex 

France 

 

The nomination of the candidates is fixed at the beginning of November 2016. The successful 

applicants will be informed by phone and notification mail no later than Friday, November 25 at noon. 

Selection will be carried out by a jury made of members from the following institutions: Direction des 

Affaires Culturelles (Department of Cultural Affairs), Office National des Forêts (National department 

of Forestry), Ville de Sainte-Marie (Sainte-Marie Town), Comité Martiniquais du Tourisme (Martinique 

Committee of Tourism), Collectivité Territoriale de Martinique (Martinique regional authority), 

Fondation Clément (Clément foundation), Office de l’Eau (Water office), CAP Nord (North Martinique 

local authority), SARA, Campus Caribéen des Arts (Caribbean campus of arts); professional artists 

and/or teachers could also be asked to be part of the jury. 

 

3.1. Composition of applications 

 

Each applicant will have to provide: 

 A statement of intent for the work, preferably illustrated. It can be reworked after 

realization of the piece and will be used for communication after the event. 

 The provisional list of small equipment and materials needed to the realize the artwork 

 A feasibility analysis 

 A curriculum vitae 

 A double-sided copy of an identification 

 A cover letter explaining the artist’s wish to come to work in the Pitons du Carbet public 

forest for this LAND ART event 

 A book (CD ROM or paper medium) presenting the artist’s work along with previous and 

recent pictures of its works, places of exhibition… 

 A copy of a professional insurance certificate 

 The artist’s contact details (mailing address, e-mail, phone number(s) ) 
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3.2.  Information 

 

For any complementary information, please contact: 

 

Ms Laure GEORGEON 

Projects leader “biodiversity and sustainable development department” 

78, route de Moutte – 97200 FORT-DE-FRANCE 

Phone number : +596 5 96 77 47 33, GSM : +596 6 96 41 06 05 

Email : laure.georgeon@onf.fr 

 

Or 

 

Mr Sébastien BATIFOULIER 

Technician responsible for the site 

GSM : +596 6 96 41 08 88 

Email : sebastien.batifoulier@onf.fr 

 

Or 

In case of absence 

 

Mme Yvonne REMY 

Biodiversity and sustainable development department manager 

78, route de Moutte – 97200 FORT-DE-FRANCE 

Phone number : +596 5 96 60 70 87, GSM : +596 6 96 41 05 17 

Email : yvonne.remy@onf.fr 
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